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Android.MUMBAI: Political sparring continues over the BJP’s demand for the termination of the
Congress-led government at the Centre following opposition parties being unable to mount a
defence of the Home Ministry’s decision to strip Jammu and Kashmir of its special status and
bifurcate the state into two union territories. The Congress has a problem on its hands in Jammu and
Kashmir because its main plank – Article 370 - has been snatched away from it, forcing it to cobble
up a new policy on the state. BJP MP Pragya Thakur told TOI that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
wants a five-year government and he wants Union Home Minister Amit Shah to be the next PM. “The
PM has been very clear on this,” she said. “We are a stable government with a majority and we
cannot afford to go back on this.” BJP leaders say Modi has made the necessary arrangements for
the NDA to remain in power for a full term, and it is Congress and the Opposition that are not
playing by the rules. Shah’s remarks on Thursday that it is “unfortunate” that the Congress has
chosen to continue in power in Jammu and Kashmir has irked many. The Home Minister’s remark on
the issue came in the context of his government’s decision to revoke Article 370 and make Jammu
and Kashmir a Union Territory. Yesterday, Shah told a press conference that the Congress has
removed Article 370 from Jammu and Kashmir. “The entire Jammu and Kashmir has been divided
into two parts – Jammu and Kashmir that has been given to Pakistan and Ladakh has been given to
us.” An upset Congress, which maintains that its continued stay in Jammu and Kashmir is legal and
morally correct, said Shah’s remark was fact
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