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Initiative to study the epidemiology of mycobacterial infections. The schedule of the ongoing study
has been as follows :- New patients: will be screened for latent TB, long-term non-progressors: will
be screened for LTBI, LTBI+ will be tested with IGRA to find out who is positive and who is not.
The PHA positive individuals will be tested for T cell responses to M tuberculosis, six TLR
agonists, and profile HLA and cytokines [IFN - gamma;IL-10;IL-12;IL-17;TNF-alpha;TGF-beta]. The
ELISpot assay will be performed to measure the frequency and frequency of Th1, Th17, Th1/Th17,
Th2 and Treg cells of the monocytes. The cytokines will be measured by flowcytometry. The data
collection will involve two visits to examine the response profile in patient with LTBI and in the
PHA positive individuals with LTBI, the data collected will be used to address the objectives of the
project. The objective of the study will be to study the following objectives : 1. To find out if HLA
alleles are associated with the severity of disease, susceptibility to M tuberculosis infection, and
response to infection, 2. To find out if there is any association between single nucleotide
polymorphism (SNP) of the HLA locus and any of the response patterns or disease severity, 3. To
use cytokine analysis (IL-12, IFN-gamma
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